
Charles William Roberson (Robertson) 

 

Charles William was born in 1894, the son of Charles Alfred Roberson, 

a hairdresser (1865-1941), born in Camberwell) and Rosa Pank (1867 -

1936, born in Norwich) married in 1894 in Norwich. Charles had a 

brother and a sister. Rosa Sophia was born in April 1901 in Crook, 

County Durham and died in Tunbridge Wells in Kent  in 1993, aged 92 

and her brother, Harry Edward,  was born in Peckham in 1907 and died in 1961 in Ealing. 

He was also a hairdresser. In 1901 the family was living in 1, Crook and Billy Row in Crook, 

Durham and in 1911 at 68 College Road, Colliers Wood, Merton. By 1916, they resided at   

19, Linkfield Road, Isleworth (see below left for a 2017 photo of the property). In November 

1916, the Middlesex Chronicle reported that Charles Alfred had 

been fined 10s for allowing light to fall from his house across 

Linkfield Road, against the lighting restrictions Charles’s mother 

died in 1936 and his father and sister and brother continued to 

live in the property after her death and until at least 1939.   

Charles enlisted in Hounslow on August 19th 2014 when he was 

20 and his occupation, a labourer, very soon after war was 

declared and joined the Royal Fusiliers. He had a scar on the 

front of his right forearm and measured 5’ 5” in height. He was 

posted on the 20th, but discharged on November 19th as unlikely 

to become an effective soldier. This assessment must have 

changed because Charles then joined the Leicestershire 

Regiment, The Tigers, after this. His subsequent service 

records do not exist, but he was killed in action on 16th June 

1917, in their service, in the 8th Battalion, as Private Charles 

William Roberson, service number 202066.  His Battalion 

became part of the 37th Division and on June 25th was inspected 

at Cholderton on 

Salisbury Plain by King George Vth. After this 

the troops began to cross the English Channel 

and by August 2nd, all of the units were 

concentrated near Tilques. They took part in the 

Battle of the Ancre in 1916, and then in 1917, 

The Battle of the Scarpe, Arleux, Pilkem Ridge, 

Menin Road Ridge and Polygon Wood, in the 

Third Battle of Ypres or Passchendaele. Charles 

William left his effects to his mother, Rosa, and 

is commemorated at the Croisilles British 

Cemetery and also at St John’s Church, 

Isleworth where his name is listed on the War 

Memorial 

inside (see 

right and 

below.)   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


