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Herbert Martin was born in abt 1887.  He came from a large family with 10 siblings. 

The family lived in Linden Cottages in Chiswick, moving to Garrick Grove at a 

later date.  His father Philip James was a carpenter and joiner.  At 14 Herbert was a 

bottle washer in the local brewery.  It appears that Herbert married Agnus Mary 

Rogers in 1913 in Ealing, a year before war broke out.  Their daughter, Agnus B 

Martin’s birth was registered in Brentford in 1914.  There is no reference to his 

family being together in the 1911 census, but Herbert’s military records show that, 

at some point, he moved to Brentford and enlisted at Hounslow.  Although previously in the 

Middlesex Regiment, he later joined the 8th Battalion of the Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers (16th 

Division) to fight for his country. In 1916, these ‘New Army (K2)’ recruits were mobilised for war 

and introduced to trench warfare at the Battle of Loos and the Battle of Hulluch.  In July, they moved 

to the Somme Valley.   Here, Herbert’s division played an important role capturing the German held 

towns of Gillemont and Ginchy – there were heavy casualties.   

Between the 1st-10th September  4,314 men died in these battles, including Herbert. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On 9th September 1916, German held Ginchy was attacked by 

the 16th Division.  The British began a bombardment early in the 

morning but waited until late afternoon to advance, to deny the 

Germans time to counter-attack before dark.  Zero hour for the 

attack itself was set at 4.45pm.  The conditions were poor, wet 

with bad light.  There was ferocious enemy battery and machine 

gun fire, but the Irish Division increased their bombardment to 

‘hurricane intensity and for half an hour the enemy positions 

were subjected to a frightful ordeal under which it seemed 

nothing could live’ (taken from The War History of the 4th London Regiment 

(Royal Fusiliers) 1914-1919.  By Captain F C Grimwade (1922).   

The village was taken on the first attempt.  It took one hour!  The 

Battle of Ginchy is regarded as one of the most successful battles  

of the whole Somme Offensive as it deprived the enemy of their 

strategic observation posts overlooking the entire battlefield. 

Herbert is remembered on the Thiepval Memorial and also at All 

Saints Church in Isleworth.  
Daily Express London 12 September 

1916 

Picture taken on 9th September 1916 at Ginchy, the very day that Herbert was killed. 

(Courtesy of the National Army Museum) 


